
Starting the Summer in Service 

 Faith on the Move  

 

Twenty teens from MSW and St. Paul of the Cross parishes, 
with their adult chaperones, started  their summer in service to 
the people of West Humboldt Park at the Mission of Our 
Lady of the Angels.  
 
The trip began with a sending Mass, an evening of getting to 
know each other, and reflection with Fr. Tim Monahan on 
Matthew 25:31-46, in which Jesus tells us that whatever we do, 
or do not do, for the least of our brothers, we do to Him.  
 
With a spirit of  fun and flexibility, the teens spent the time in 
community with the Franciscans of the Eucharist of Chicago, 
helping with varied tasks to serve the people of the 
neighborhood. Prior to the trip, teens gathered their own 
donations of toys, games, and clothing for the children of the 
neighborhood. 
 
Each day, work was done at the Mission, meals were shared 
with the Sisters, time was spent in Adoration, and Mass was 
celebrated, and reflection time was shared, thanks to visits 

from Fr. Britto Berchmans, Fr. Jerry Gunderson, and Fr. Tim 
Monahan. Vocation stories were shared by the Sisters, Fr. Britto, 
and Kevin, a visiting seminarian from Cincinnati.  The stories 
opened our eyes to the many ways God calls us, and the creative 
ways he uses to nudge us along the way! 

 
From weeding and planting, sorting donations, unpacking surprise 

deliveries, tutoring, playing with the children in the after-school 
program, and putting together hundreds of bags for the mobile 

food pantry delivery, the teens happily shared their time and talent.  
 

When asked about the trip, the teens shared that they enjoyed the 
work and found every task satisfying, and that “getting to interact 

with the community...really made me feel I was a part of something 
bigger than myself.”  Meeting and tutoring the children in the 

community was a highlight. The teens enjoyed their innocence and 
“hope they choose the right path to follow.”  

 
The Saturday morning monthly mobile food pantry served 250 families. Setup 
and takedown was a flurry of activity, with teens bagging the food, and adults 
helping the neighbors “shop” for food, clothing, household goods, and a 

generous donation of bicycles.  Many teens found the food pantry 
experience “humbling”; “Seeing the direct impact of the work you 
did” and “interaction with the neighbors” was truly meaningful.  
 
Many thanks goes to our coordinators, Mrs. Kathleen Christopher 
and Helen Megally, to our priests, chaperones, and to the community 
for your generous support of our fundraising efforts, to the Blessed 
Mother Guild for delivering a delicious dinner, and to Mr. Tony 
Abruscato from the Chicago Flower & Garden Show for the 
generous donation of flowers.  
 
See more photos on the parish Facebook page! 


